Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome

Organism:  
Sin Nombre virus, NY virus, Black Creek Canal virus and Bayou virus.

Hosts:
Rodents including Deer, Pinon and Brush mice, W chipmunk (Sin Nombre virus).  White-footed mice (NY virus) , Cotton rats (Black Creek Canal virus) and Rice rats (Bayou virus).

Transmission:
Virus is shed in urine, saliva and feces and transmitted through inhalation or ingestion of contaminated food and water or rodent bites.

Disease in Mammals:
  None.

Disease in Humans:
Onset 1-5 weeks post exposure.  Fever, fatigue, muscle pain, headaches, dizziness, vomiting, chills, progressing to severe respiratory problems and possibly death.


Treatment--  Supportive care and broad-spectrum antibiotics

Minimizing Human Risk:
N100 respirator to avoid inhaling viral particles.  Gloves and protective clothing.  Disinfect with 10% bleach/water solution.  Wet down dust and fecal material where feasible.

Further Information:


http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/hanta/hps/index.htm
http://www.srd.gov.ab.ca/fishwildlife/livingwith/diseases/pdf/WDhantavirus.pdf
