Exotic Newcastle Disease

Organism—Avian paramyxovirus-1
Hosts
Birds

Seasonality-  generally March through September- breeding season
Transmission—direct contact with affected birds, inhalation or ingestion of contaminated material.  Can survive in the environment, especially in feces.

Disease in wild birds— More than 230 species of birds have been found to be susceptible, in addition to poultry
Field signs—Uncoordinated movement, head twisted over back, weakness, muscle tremors, paralysis of one or both wings and legs.

Gross lesions-  nonspecific, maybe mildly enlarged livers and spleens

Control in birds-  coordinate with State veterinarian (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/sregs/official.html ) and Federal animal health officials to minimize potential poultry health risks.  Strict biosecurity to contain to as small an area as possible.  Possibly carcass collection and disposal.
Disease in humans.  Contracted thorough contact with affected birds
Clinical signs-  Conjunctivitis and possibly mild flu like symptoms.

Diagnosis—confirmed by detecting virus in samples

Treatment supportive care, infections are usually self-limiting.

Minimizing risk to human health—wear gloves, mask and coveralls, disinfect equipment and supplies.

Sources of additional information http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/
http://www.avma.org/reference/zoonosis/znainewcastle.asp
Federal USDA APHIS Area Veterinarian in Charge contact info http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/  
