Salmonellosis
Organism--bacteria of genus Salmonella—S. typhimurium is the most common in wild birds in the US
Hosts—birds, mammals, reptiles; bacteria live in the intestinal tracts
Seasonality—any time of year

Transmission—direct contact, contaminated food or water
Disease in Birds--all species are susceptible.  Occurs worldwide.  Large-scale mortalities in passerines/songbirds using feeding stations.  Young birds especially vulnerable.
Field Signs—no distinctive signs; ruffled feathers, droopiness, diarrhea, severe lethargy, incoordination, convulsions.  Rapid death of songbirds mimics poisoning.
Gross Lesions—swollen and crumbly livers with small reddened or pale spots in prolonged infections; reddening of the internal lining of the posterior small intestine.  Yellow, cheesy nodules on the surface of the esophagus of songbirds.
Control in Birds—eliminate points of infection—garbage, sewage wastewater, wastewater discharges from livestock and poultry operations.  Eliminate contamination of migratory bird habitat from intentionally using wastewater to create wetland habitat.  Public education to maintain clean feeding stations.  Strict sanitation and testing in captive flocks during and before release into the wild.
Disease in Humans—(reportable disease) most common source is eating foods contaminated with animal feces (beef, poultry, milk, eggs, vegetables); inadequate hand washing after handling infected animal or contact with feces
Clinical Signs—most people infected with salmonellosis develop diarrhea, fever, and abdominal cramps 12 to 72 hours after infection.  Illness usually lasts 4 to 7 days.

Diagnosis—laboratory tests to identify Salmonella in the stools of an infected person
Treatment—most people recover without treatment.  The elderly, infants, and immunocompromised people are more likely to have a severe illness and require treatment with antibiotics.
Minimizing Risk of Human Infection—extra care with personal hygiene is warranted by people who handle birds or materials soiled by bird feces.
Sources of Further Information


CDC--http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/

NWHC—http://nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/field_manual/
