Tularemia
Organism--
bacterium- Francisella tularensis 
Host -- 
Over 200 vertebrate species including rodents, rabbits, carnivores, ruminants and birds.  Most often occurs in rabbits and rodents.
Seasonality -- Year-round

Transmission -- Bacteria are shed in feces, urine and tissues of infected animals therefore transmission is via direct contact, ingestion or inhalation.  It can also be transmitted by arthropod vectors.

Disease in Mammals:  

Field signs-  Maybe none because death is sudden.  Affected hosts may be depressed and lethargic.   May not cause any apparent illness.   Host can shed bacteria for extended periods of time.

Gross lesions-  Pale spots on liver, spleen or lung.  Swollen liver or spleen.

Disease in Humans:

Symptoms—flu like illness- fever, chills, headache vomiting.  Possibly and ulcer where bacteria entered body.

Diagnosis—laboratory tests.  Treatable with antibiotics and supportive care.

Minimize Human Risk:  Tick bite prevention.  Wear long pants and long-sleeve shirts.  Use insect repellent.  Wear gloves when handling animals especially dead ones.  Wear a mask and goggles to prevent splashes of  urine, feces, and blood into mouth or eyes.
Sources of Further Information:

http://emergency.cdc.gov/agent/tularemia/
http://www.unbc.ca/nlui/wildlife_diseases_bc/tularemia.htm
