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 TRANSECT INFORMATION  
 

Location: Europe Bay, Newport 

Date:  8/20/2011 

Observer/Group: The Smiths 

Start Time: 8:15 

Number in Group: 2 

End Time: 8:50 

                      AM PM                     AM PM 

Email/Phone: smith@aol.com Temperature (
o
F):  60   

Sky:  Clear  Partly Cloudy  Overcast                    Precipitation:  None  Fog  Sprinkles  Showers  Snow 

Wind Speed:  None  Felt on Skin  Small Trees Swaying  Sand Blowing 

Wind Coming From:  N  NE  E  SE  S  SW  W  NW 

Waves:  Still  Gentle Waves  Waves 5-10 ft up Beach  Waves > 10 ft up Beach 
 

Cladophora: Shore –  None  Couple Clumps  Isolated Spots  Scattered  Continuous  Thick Mat 

      (limp, slimy)   Water –  None  Couple Clumps  Isolated Tufts  Scattered  Continuous on Lake Bottom  Thick, Soupy, Solid 

         Chara: Shore –  None  Couple Clumps  Isolated Spots  Scattered  Continuous  Thick Mat 

 (stiff, branched)   Water –  None  Couple Clumps  Isolated Tufts  Scattered  Continuous on Lake Bottom  Thick, Soupy, Solid 
 

Round Gobies on Shore:  None  1-30  > 30 

Zebra/Quagga Mussels on Shore:  None  Couple Clumps  Isolated Spots  Scattered  Continuous  Thick Mat 
 

 

Species 

# Healthy        

shore/water 

# Healthy      

fly-by # Sick 

# Fresh Dead 

(< 24 hrs*) 

# Fresh Dead 

(24 - 48 hrs*) 

# Decomposed 

(> 48 hrs*) 

Ring-billed Gull    13    1    

Herring Gull            

Cormorant  4         1 

Common Loon 1          

Horned Grebe            

Red-necked Grebe            

Long-tailed Duck            

White-winged Scoter       

Common Tern            

Caspian Tern            

Common Merganser       

Red-breasted Merg.       

Canada Goose            

       
Unknown Duck  8     

       

       

            

*See Bird Condition descriptions on back. 

 

Notes (Dead fish?  Recent storms?):   

 

 
Thunderstorm two days ago with strong wind from north.  We brought our dog with us to walk 

the beach.  Saw terns flying north of our beach. 

 

 

BONUS! Number of Trash Items Picked Up:  4 



Date:                          Location:  
SICK BIRD OR CARCASS INFORMATION 

 

Species                                          

(Sick/Dead Birds Only) Time 

Latitude 

(example: 44.75551)      
Longitude 

(example: -87.33112)  
Bird 

Condition* 

Banded? 

(Yes/No) 
Collected 

(Yes/No) 
Buried 

(Yes/No) 

 Ring-billed gull  8:22 N  45.26424 W  86.98437 1 No Yes No 

 Cormorant  8:40 N  45.25527 W  86.98429 3 No No Yes 

    N W 
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*Bird Condition: 0 = sick, 1 = died in last 24 hours (eyes clear, no smell, no maggots, feathers don’t pull out easily), 2 = died between 24 

and 48 hours ago (eyes cloudy, no smell, no maggots, feathers don’t pull out easily), 3 = died longer than 48 hours ago (eyes cloudy/gone, 

smells bad, maggots, feathers pull out easily) 

 

IF YOU FIND 5 OR MORE FRESH DEAD OR SICK BIRDS (Codes 0 – 2) ON ONE TRANSECT IN ONE DAY,  

CONTACT AMBLE COORDINATOR at (608) 270-2473 or AMBLE@usgs.gov 

 

Notes (describe individual carcasses – colors of and/or numbers on leg bands or wing tags and side of body they were on, age of loons, etc.):   

 

 

Ring-billed gull carcass was dropped off at Newport State Park freezer. 

 

To submit this form, go to www.nwhc.usgs.gov/AMBLE/ 

OR send completed form as email attachment to AMBLE@usgs.gov 

OR send completed form in hard copy to USGS National Wildlife Health Center, ATTN: AMBLE, 6006 Schroeder Rd., Madison, WI  53711 
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